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Description

• Admission of international university students involves the arduous 
task of determining if the secondary education completed abroad 
equals or exceeds institutional requirements.

• Evaluating secondary programs longer than 12 years of full-time 
study can result in the award of post-secondary credit at many North 
American universities. Post-secondary credit can also be earned 
through Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, and 
similar college-preparatory programs.

• This workshop presents an overview of the transfer credit processes 
at North American universities for international students completing 
12+ year secondary programs, credit for Advanced Placement, and 
International Baccalaureates.



Outline

• Overview of benchmark secondary credentials in the United States 
and Canada
• Accessibility to different types of post-secondary institutions

• Overview of common post-secondary credit-bearing examinations
• International Baccalaureate
• Advanced Placement
• CLEP
• A-levels, Abitur, French Bac, Scottish Higher/Advanced Higher?

• Admissions guides from selected institutions
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
• American University
• University of California System
• Rio Salado College
• Seattle Central Community College

• Credential evaluation reporting standards



School Leaving Qualifications – United States

• School-level education is considered to be comprehensive 
from year 1 through year 12

• The high school diploma is the basic U.S. qualification 
awarded to students who graduate from secondary school 
after 12 years of formal instruction

• High school diplomas are issued by states or local 
districts to public school graduates, and by the school to 
private school graduates

• Compulsory education is based on ages 5 to 16. In some 
states, it is 18. 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/us/elsecquals.doc

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/us/elsecquals.doc


Three types of High School Diplomas: 

• General high school diploma tracks meets the state minimum 
requirements for graduation.  

• Vocational diploma tracks exceed the state minimum requirement 
and add instruction in career subjects plus applicable mathematics 
and science requirements.  

• Academic preparatory diploma tracks also exceed the state minimum 
requirements by adding additional mathematics, English, foreign 
language and science instruction.  In addition, some states and 
schools award honors or Regents diplomas for students whose 
academic preparatory programs meet specific requirements, and 
many students graduate in Advanced Placement (AP) courses.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/us/elsecquals.doc

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ous/international/usnei/us/elsecquals.doc


https://isss.umn.edu/publications/USEducation/2.pdf

Patterns of US primary and secondary 
education

https://isss.umn.edu/publications/USEducation/2.pdf


School Leaving Qualifications, Education System -
Canada

• Education is compulsory for ages 6 to 16-18 
depending on province 

• First years of secondary education consist of 
compulsory courses with greater specialization 
towards the end
• Academic, technical and vocational programs are usually 

offered in the same schools

• 93 % of Canadian students attend publicly-funded 
schools

• Quebec Exceptions



http://cicic.ca/docs/PTeducation/Canada-s-Education-Systems-PDF.pdf

http://cicic.ca/docs/PTeducation/Canada-s-Education-Systems-PDF.pdf


• Quebec exceptions
• High school consists of six semesters (three years) 

through grade 11

• After grade 11, student graduates with a Diplome
d’Etudes Secondaires (DES)

• To enter university, students earn a two (academic) or 
three (professional) year Diploma d’Etudes Collegiales
(DEC) at a Collège d'enseignement général et 
professionnel (CEGEP )

• Should we award advanced standing to the DEC? 



Types of post-secondary institutions

• Open Enrollment (community colleges)

• Mildly selective public four-year institutions

• Selective private and public universities

• Elite private colleges and public universities

• Transfer credit practices can vary!



• International Baccalaureate
• Founded in 1968, registered in Geneva, Switzerland

• Four highly respected programs of international 
education (ages 3 to 19)
• Primary Years Program (Ages 3-12)

• Middle Years Program (Ages 11-16)

• Diploma Program (Ages 16-19)

• Career-related Program (Ages 16-19)

• As of November 7, 2016, 5,907 programs offered 
worldwide at 4,546 schools. 



http://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/facts-and-figures/

http://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/facts-and-figures/


International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program (DP)

• DP core and six subject groups

• Core = Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, and Creativity and 
Activity Space

• Subject groups
• Language and Literature, Language acquisition, Individuals and Societies, 

Sciences, Mathematics, the Arts. 
• Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL)

• Each student takes at three to four subjects at the higher level

• Frequently up to one year of credit
• Subject Group Higher Level (HL) subjects only
• Grade-dependent

• Varies across institutions



Excel Spreadsheet with University Policy Index includes self-
reported policy information provided by universities through 
October, 2015 – see: 
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/university-admission/university-policy-index-en.xlsx

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/university-admission/university-policy-index-en.xlsx


Or, go directly to the admission 
section of the school website, 
for example: 

http://www.american.edu/admissions/upload/IB-
Equivalencies-AY-16-17.pdf

http://www.american.edu/admissions/upload/IB-Equivalencies-AY-16-17.pdf


• AP (Advanced Placement) Program – College Board

• Since 1955-56 schoolyear, the AP® Program has enabled 
millions of students to take university-level courses and 
exams, and earn college credit or placement while still 
in secondary school.
• 1960s – long-term commitment to teacher training

• 1970s - 1980s – More schools added AP to their offerings

• 1980s - 1990s – Expansion of AP to provide access to low-
income and minority students

• 2006 – 1 million students took over 2 million AP Exams



https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies

Search transfer credit policies by college directly from the College Board Website

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies


Majority of US and 
Canadian 
institutions





CLEP (College Level Examination Program) 
Examinations  (CollegeBoard)

• Not associated with high school course or 
curriculum

• 33 subject examinations
• Less well-known because it is not often promoted by 

high schools

• Popular with independent learners, adults, and 
homeschooled students

• Unlike AP, offered year-round



https://catalog.jwu.edu/admissions/international/articulationagreements/

Universities award credit for 
all kinds of credentials, 
secondary and vocational. 

https://catalog.jwu.edu/admissions/international/articulationagreements/


US Credential Evaluation Reporting Standards

GCE O-Level



GCSE and GCE-A level



Zeugnis der Allgemeinen
Hochschulreife



International Baccalaureate



Thank You

Questions?
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