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Agenda
• Comparative Education 
and Credential Evaluation

• Documentation
• Recognition
• Determining Educational Equivalency
• Credit Conversion
• Grade Conversion and GPA Calculation
• Educational Systems
• Common Challenges: 
Fraud, Translation, Transnational Programs

• Questions and Trouble Cases



Comparative Education



Comparative education is a … field of 
study that examines education in one 
country (or group of countries) by using 

data and insights drawn from the 
practices and situation in another country, 

or countries (Mugo, Wolhuter)



Purpose?
• Facilitating global academic mobility



Facilitating global academic mobility

International Credential Evaluation



Definition of 
International Credential 

Evaluation

International credential evaluation is the field that 
employs applied comparative education to assess 
educational credentials from one country in terms 
of their equivalence, in level, scope, and intent, to 
the credentials of another country
(TAICEP – The Association for International Credential Evaluation Professionals, www.taicep.org)



Academic Applications
• High school admission
• Freshman admission
• Transfer admission
• Graduate admission



Other Applications
• Employment
• Immigration



Documentation

Domestic students

VS

International Students



Submission 
Methods



Documentation Requirements



Originals vs. Copies

Original = Official?



Official vs. Unofficial





Who issues credentials?

US
VS

Overseas





Who issues credentials?

India
Secondary

Post-Secondary
Other



India 
Secondary Boards of Education

Over 30 
boards





India 
Post-Secondary Credentials

Teaching Institutions 
VS

Degree-Granting 
Institutions





Who issues credentials?

China
Secondary

Post-Secondary
Other



China – Secondary Credentials

• School-issued 

• Examination authority



China – Post-Secondary

• University or College



China – Self-Study
• University/College AND Examination Authority



Originating Educational System 
VS 

US Educational System



Recognition 
VS 

Accreditation



Determining       Recognition



Recognition Body



Centralized?

Ministry of Education? 

Examination Board?

Recognition:
Secondary-Level 



Examination Board Issued Documents



School Issued Documents



Recognition:
Post-Secondary



US – Regional Academic Accreditation
Canada – Provincial Authorities
Russia – Ministry of Education
China – Ministry of Education
India – University Grants Commission



India: University Grants Commission
“coordination, determination and maintenance of standards 

of university education in India.”



Navigating UGC Website

www.ugc.ac.in



Other Recognition 
Bodies in India

National Accreditation and 
Assessment Council (NAAC)

All-India Council of Technical 
Education (AICTE)

http://www.aicte-india.org/



China - Academic Recognition

Ministry of Education
en.moe.gov.cn



Navigating MOE Website



China - Academic Recognition

Other Bodies?



Recognition Information

Institution’s website



Issuing Institution 
VS 

Teaching Institution

! Recognition -



Issuing Institution 
VS 

Teaching Institution

India



Issuing Institution 
VS 

Teaching Institution

China



Institutional 
VS 

Programmatic 
Recognition



Practice Case:

Ask: Who is responsible for 
overseeing the standards of 

education in India?

Then, is the issuing institution 
recognized by that body?



Practice Case:

Ask: Who is responsible for 
overseeing the standards of 

education in China?

Then, is the issuing institution 
recognized by that body?

Is the name of the institution 
translated correctly?

东北财经大学
Dongbei University 

of Finance and Economics



Determining Academic Equivalence



US Educational System



Benchmarking
‘Benchmark’ Credential

I.e. Primary, Secondary, Tertiary



Year Counting
Counting the number of years of fulltime study 

Matching this to the U.S. Educational Ladder



Determining Academic Equivalence
Step 1: Determine the level of study: Secondary or Tertiary?
Step 2: Is this a benchmark credential? 
Step 3: Determine the number of years of full-time study 
required for that credential.
Step 4: Locate the credential on the U.S. education ladder 
and compare this with what is earned in a similar timeframe in 
the U.S.



What information do we need to evaluate 
this credential?



Ask: How many years 
of study are required?



1.Level of Education?
2.Benchmark?
3.# of required years of study

a.How does this compare to a 
similar US credential 

4.Where does it ‘fit’ - What is 
earned in a similar timeframe 
in the U.S. ? 



Ask: Where does this 3 year bachelor’s degree ‘fit’ 
into our system?



1.Level of Education? 
a.Bachelor, first university degree

2.Benchmark?
a.Yes, grants access to Master’s

3.# of required years of study
a.3 years

4.Where does it ‘fit’ - What is 
earned in a similar timeframe 
in the U.S. ? 

a.3 years after higher secondary 
school



Suggested U.S. Degree Equivalency: 
Three years of study toward a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Zoology 



Additional Considerations:

• Admission requirements 
Vs

highest level of education completed

• Field of study



2 year program

Completed after 
high school

Tertiary?



Credit Conversion

The Golden Rule of Credit Conversion:
If one year of full-time study in one part of the US is equivalent 

to one year of full-time of study in another part of the US, 
then one year of fulltime study in one country is equivalent to 

one year of fulltime study in another country



We use assumptions, based upon U.S. 
credit totals

High School : Carnegie Units



We use assumptions, based upon U.S. 
credit totals

University/Post-Secondary

Totals may vary for Master and PhDs -



What to consider before converting credits:
1. What is the standard length of this program in the native country? 

2. Has the program been completed? How much of the progam has been completed?

3. How many credits would be completed in a similar timeframe in the U.S.?



Credits-Based Credentials
1. Determine the total number of foreign credits completed in the program

2. Identify the number of full-time years completed in the program

3. Determine the number of U.S. credits that would be completed in the same time 
period 

4. Calculate the conversion factor (total foreign credits/U.S. credits in a similar timeframe 
or vice versa)

5. Divide/multiply by the conversion factor to determine the U.S. credits



Credit Conversion Exercise





1) Total credits/hours/marks completed
156

2) Years completed
3 years ?

3) Expected US credit total for portion of program completed
30*3=90 credits?

4) Conversion factor
156/90=1.44?

5) Converted credits
156/1.44=90 credits?





Total credit requirements:
160 credits/4 years

Credits completed in 3 years:
156 credits

I
V

Front-loaded program 



Calculating a Conversion Factor:
160 (expected foreign credits)

divided by
120 (expected US credits)

=
1.33 



US Credits Completed:

Foreign credit total to date
Divided by

conversion factor



Credits Completed
156/1.33=~117

(~98% of the program, not ¾!)



Hours-Based Credentials
1. Determine the total number of hours to be converted 
2. Identify the number of years of study completed (fulltime)    
3. Determine the number of U.S. credits that would be 
completed in the same time period  

4. Calculate the conversion factor (total number of hours/U.S. 
credits in a similar period) 

5. Divide by the conversion factor to determine the U.S. credits





1) Total credits/hours/marks for complete program
10864

2) Designated length of the complete program
5 years

3) Expected US credits
5 years * 30 credits/year = 150 credits

4) Conversion factor
10864/150=72

5) Converted US credits
10864/72=~151 credits



Marks-Based Credentials
1. Determine the maximum number of marks per 

subject and calculate the total   
2. Identify the number of years of study completed 

(full-time)  
3. Determine the number of U.S. credits that would be 

completed in the same time period  
4. Calculate the conversion factor (U.S. credits in a 

similar period/total maximum marks)   
5. Multiply by the conversion factor to determine the 

U.S. credits





Outcomes-Based Credentials
1. Identify the total number of foreign subjects completed in the program.

2. Identify the number of full-time years completed in the program.

3. Determine the number of U.S. credits that would be completed in the same time 
period

4. Calculate the conversion factor (U.S. credits in a similar timeframe/total foreign 
subjects)

5. Multiply by the conversion factor to determine the U.S. credits



Outcomes-Based Credentials (Italy)

Subjects: 25
Years: 4
US Credits: 120
Conversion factor: 
120/25=4.8
Multiply by 
Conversion factor
1 course*4.8=
~ 5 credits



Grades Conversion 
and Grade Point Average Calculation



Grading scale information

Transcripts
School websites

Resources



GPA Calculation in the US:

A = 4.0 points
B = 3.0 points
C = 2.0 points
D = 1.0 points
F = 0.0 points



Converting foreign 
Grades
Perfect Scenario: 
1) Find an equivalent for the US grades of A, B, C, D and F
2) Assign US GPA point values
3) Calculate US-style GPA



http://www.foreigncredits.com/Resources/GPA-Calculator/



Grade Conversion Challenges
1) Fewer grades than in the US (Russia, Poland)

2) More grades than in the US (Philippines, India (A-F scale))

3) A-range too wide (India, Francophone)

4) Should foreign grades of A, B, C, D and F 
be treated as their US counterparts?

5) % grades with different maximum grades 
(India, China (secondary))

6) Should foreign + and – grades be converted?



D grade 
‘complications’

1) None (Russia, Poland)
2) D/F variety (Francophone, India)

3) Disguised as “Pass” (China)



GPA Calculation Steps:
1. Convert foreign grades to US equivalents

2. Convert foreign credits/hours/etc. to US credit equivalents 

3. Calculate total converted US credits for each converted grade 

4. Calculate GPA Credit Total 
(= Converted credit total minus all courses with a grade of PASS)

5. Calculate a Grade Point Total for each grade

6. Add all Grade Point Totals together

7. Divide the final sum of Grade Point Totals by the GPA Credit 
Total



Converting 
Chinese Grades



1)
90-100=A
80-89=B
70-79=C
60-69=D
0-59=F
2) *
3) 156 GPA credits
4) 
A-grade credits=3
B-grade credits=35.25
C-grade credits=66.75
D-grade credits=51
5) A grade points =
3*4.0=12
B grade points =
35.25*3.0=105.75
C grade points = 
66.75*2.0=133.5
D grade points = 
51*1=51
6) Grade Point Total =
12+105.75+133.5+51=
302.25
7) GPA=302.25/156=

1.94



Marks-Based Credentials (Grades)
1. Identify the maximum number of marks possible for each 

course and the number of marks obtained by the student
2. Divide the marks obtained by the maximum number of 

marks possible
3. Multiply this number by the greatest number possible in the 

grading scale
4. Find the corresponding U.S. grade for this number on the 

grading scale







Foreign Transcript GPA: To Trust or Not to Trust?



中国传媒大学 China University of Communications 
Internal GPA Calculation Guidelines

Grading Scale:
90-100 优
80-89   良
70-79   中
60-69   及格
0-59     不及格

BUT



http://law.bjtu.edu.cn/docs/20140719204147021208.pdf

http://www.bjtu.edu.cn/pub/xxgk/xxgksxqs/xsglfwxx/1
8999.htm

Beijing Jiaotong University 北京交通
大学

“Dual” grading scales?



Educational System of India
Level / Benchmark Length of Study

Secondary School 12 years (8+2+2)

Diplomas/Advanced Diplomas 2-3 years

Bachelor’s Degrees 3 - 4years

Professional Degrees 5-6 years

Master’s Degree (or MPhil) 1-2 years (3 + 1 or 2)

PhD/Doctoral Degree 3 - 5 years



Secondary Education in India
Boards of Secondary Education (~30)

• General/Lower Secondary School, or ‘Standard X’

• Upper/Senior Secondary School, or ‘Standard XII’





Standard X – 2 years after Grade 8

• US Equivalence?



Standard XII – 2 years after Grade 10

• US Equivalence?



Technical Diploma Program 
issued by a Technical 
Examinations Board

Admissions Requirement: Grade 10 
(Standard X)

Program Length: 3 years

U.S. Equivalence?



Post-Secondary Education in India



Types of Institutions

University College Autonomous 
College

Control the 
curriculum

Day to Day 
instruction, 

affiliated to a 
university’s 
curriculum

Authorized by UGC 
to control their own 

curriculum and 
assessment policies

Typically 
conduct 

examinations

Sometimes 
conduct internal 

examinations

Typically conduct 
examinations

Issue the final 
degree

Issue provisional 
certificates

Issue their own 
degree, with 

affiliation noted



Undergraduate and Graduate Programs

Credential Title Length of Study

Bachelor of 
Arts/Commerce/Science

3 years

Bachelor of 
Engineering/Technology

4 – 5 years

Master of 
Science/Arts/MBA

1 – 2 years

Master of Philosophy 1 year

Post Graduate Diploma 1 – 2 years

Doctor of Philosophy 3 – 5 years



Bachelor of Commerce

What is your university’s policy on 3-year 
Indian Bachelor’s degrees?



B.Com. Mark Sheets



Master of Commerce
First Division

What do we know about 
divisions/degree 
classifications?



Degree Classifications in India
• First Class

• Second Class
• Third Class 
• Pass Class

Corresponding grades?



Post Graduate Diploma in Banking



Professional Programs
Credential Title Length of Study

Bachelor of Laws 2 - 3 years

Bachelor of Education 1 year

* Bachelor of Pharmacy 4 years

* Bachelor of Physical 
Therapy

3.5 years + 6 month 
internship

* Bachelor of Dentistry 4 years + 1 year internship

* Bachelor of Medicine, 
Bachelor of Surgery

4 - 5 years + 1 year 
internship



Professional and ‘Other’ Education

• Institute of Chartered Accountants

• Institute of Company Secretaries

• Institute of Technology and Management (AICTE)

• Computer Training

• Management Training



Indian Post-Secondary Credential Types



Degree

vs

Provisional Degree Certificate



Mark Sheets

Individual 

VS 

Consolidated



Educational System of China





Junior 
Secondary

Senior 
Secondary



Junior 
Secondary

Compulsory 
Education
(9 years)



Compulsory 
Education
(9 years)

Junior 
Secondary
Education

3 or 4 years



Senior 
Secondary
Education
2-4 years Academic or 

Vocational 
Track?















Chinese Secondary Credentials-
detailed academic profile

Diploma 

Transcript

Huikao Certificate

Gaokao Certificate



Undergraduate Graduate



Undergraduate 
Education

Zhuanke
专科

(lower-level)

Benke
本科

(full-length)

Zhuanke to Benke
专升本

(step-up)



Benke
4-5 years

Zhuanke
2-3 years

Step-Up
2-3 years



Zhuanke
2-3 years

Step-up
2-3 years



专科

Equivalence?

Zhuanke
2-3 years



本科
Equivalence?

Benke
4-5 years



专升本
Equivalence?

Step-up
2-3 years



Junior College
Transitional Programs

大专

Equivalence?

Transitional
5 years

3 secondary 
+ 2 undergraduate





Graduate 
Education

Master’s
硕士研究生

Doctorate
博士研究生

Combination
硕博连读



Doctorate
3 years

Master’s
3 years

Combination
5 years



Master’s
硕士研究生

Master’s
3 years



Doctorate
博士研究生

Doctorate
3 years



Combination
硕博连读

Combination
5 years



Chinese Post-Secondary Credential Types



Degrees

vs

Diplomas/Graduation Certificates



Professional Programs

Credential Title Length of Study

* Bachelor of Law 4 years

* Bachelor of Pharmacy 4 years

* Bachelor of Dentistry 5 years

* Bachelor of Medicine 5 years



Transcripts

Teaching VS Degree-Granting Institutions?

I
V

Independent Colleges VS Universities/Colleges



Chinese Post-Secondary Credentials – Content

Degrees – confirm thesis defense

Diplomas – period of enrollment

Transcript – credit requirements





Advanced Issues
• Translations

• Transnational Programs
• Fraud



Translations

• Accuracy/reliability
i.e. Advanced Mathematics VS Calculus VS College Algebra

• Wording
i.e. Mushroom Determination ?!?!

• Source of Translation
Official/Home-Made/Certified/Notarized

• Format



Transnational Programs

•Recognition
• School of Record

•Program Differences between Countries



Fraud Detection



Clues for detecting possible fraud:

• Names, Dates
• Seals
• Serial and Registration Numbers
• Signatures
• Degree Titles
• Institution Names
• Color and Clarity
• Paper Size
• Typing, spelling, or formatting errors etc.



India – Altered Documents



China – fraud detection

• CDGDC, CHSI, etc.
• Document format
• Document content
• Serial numbers



CDGDC (CQV) – China Qualifications Verification
cdgdc.edu.cn or chinadegrees.com.cn



CHSI  - chsi.com.cn



Document Format



Serial Numbers
Degree Numbers (2005>)

16-17 symbols
Regular Degrees: 16 digits
1-5 digits – school number

6th digit – degree type 
(2-Doctor, 3-Master, 4-Bachelor)

7-10th digits – year
11-16 digit – serial number

Diploma Numbers (2001>)

17 digits
Regular Diplomas:

1-5 digits – school number
6th digit – program type 

(1-Regular, 5-Adult Education)
7-10th digits – year

11-12 digits – level of education
(o1 - doctorate, 02 - master's, 04 - 2nd 
bachelor's, 05 - benke, 06 - zhuanke)

13-17 digits - serial numberSchool Numbers 学校代码
http://www.stats.edu.cn/rjgx
/dm/%E6%99%AE%E9%80%9
A%E9%AB%98%E6%A0%A1%E
4%BB%A3%E7%A0%81.htm



The End!

Sonya Brauchle, Foreign Credits, Inc.
sbrauchle@foreigncredits.com

Katarina Roskina, China Credential Services
eval@chinacredentials.com



Resources

Free, Paid, Electronic, and Printed



Free, Electronic Resources















Electronic Verification Resources

You can always reserve the right to contact an institution to 
verify a credential. For some countries, you can do so online.







Other Free Electronic Resources
Alberta International Education Guides:
http://work.alberta.ca/Immigration/international-education-
guides.html
NORRIC Publications:
http://norric.org/publications/publications#countries
WES Country Profiles: 
http://www.wes.org/wes_tools/profile.asp
Classbase: 
http://www.classbase.com/



Paid Electronic Resources













Print Resources













Professional Organizations






