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The Gurukula

Referenced in the Upanishads, the Gurukulam of Nepal and India are some of the
oldest recorded Education systems in the world. It was not until 1853 that its first
formal school was established by the newly-founded Rana regime, reserved primarily
for nobility and the elite during the next 100 years.

Gurukula buildings, 2007

source: http://malolamusic.blogspot.com/2007/07/mayapur-gurukula-part-1.html

RUKULA BUILDING

Gurukula Building (top) and Students
Performing Homa (right)
The Arya Samaj by Lajpat Raj, 1915
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| Ananda Marga Gurukula, 2018
J source: gurukul.edu/newsletter/issue-45/45-teacher-training-for-amsai-schools-in-
S e nepal/
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Kathmandu Valley 1920s

Kathmandu Valley (2016):
source: livingnomads.com/2016/05/my-trip-to-nepal-blog/kathmandu-
nepal-2/



Emergence of Modern Education in Nepal

0 In 1951, the Rana regime was overthrown, giving way to
democracy in Nepal, as well as setting the stage for a national
education system. A planning commision was formed in order to assess
public opinions and establish a public structure of education in 1955.

0 While the first college in Nepal, Tri-Chandra College, was
founded in 1918, Nepal’s first University, Tribhuvan University, was not

opened in 1959. It remained the only University in the country until
1985.
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Top 3 Universities :

Tribhuvan University Pokhara University

Kathmandu University



Higher Education Institutions
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Mumber of Campuses

Affiliated Affiliated Total Tatal
. . . . Institution Constituent  Community Private MNurmber Student Number of
Current Organlzatlonal Management of H Igher Education SyStem {name and year established) Campuses Campuses  Campuses Total ofPrograms Enrollment Teachers
Tribhuvan University, 1959 60 422 559 1,041 173 382,927 13,679%
Kathmandu University, 1991 (-] 0 15 i 153 12,954 3417
gmmmmmm o m e o MOE MOH
- Pokhara University, 1997 4 0 49 53 43 24380 19
]
uGC I . Purbanchal University, 1993 3 5 121 129 76 25796 61
I--.-.--.-. === == === . - .
: v v v 3 g‘;“g" Sanskrit University, 14 3 2 18 9 1,691 770
| BPKIHS | |NAMS| |PAHS| |KAHS - . R
i
i wca | [oca| loca| |oco ;“D’SE“" Bugdhist Liniversity 1 0 5 6 5 302 60
]
A P roT HE . T . r Agriculture and forestry 2 0 0 2 4 140 gl
¥ ¥ ¥ r ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ University, 2010
TU M5 KU PU POKL LBU FWU | (MWL | | &AFLF Mid-Western University, 20010 1 0 0 1 27 2472 100
o iEJ* (4CC AT | (BECHsAQ)| GECHaBACY] (4CCasAOf | GCE+sAD) | | EC | | eC | | aCC Far-Western University, 2010 1 0 0 1 7 787 7
| i i 1 i . .
B.P. Koirala Institute of
SAC- LAC - AL~ AL CALCs : 1 0 0 1 10 1,155* 164
.l : ;H“u 5{_];;@"“ '“'P ; cpans Health Sciences, 1993
AT Fa P Mational Academy of Medical
Sciences, 2002 1 o o 1 14 ns 22
.................................................... -
Patan Academy of Health
! : 1 0 0 1 1 60 14
Constituent Affikated campuses i Sciences, 2009
campuses (64) (58] ' Karnali Academy of Health 1 0 0 ]
1 Sciences, 2013
el |
i + - ; ; Mate: The figures referring to the number of programs and student enrallment include Proficiency Certificate Level courses.
Centrally managied Decentralized AutanomoLs Private Community *  University Grants Commission. 2013. Education Management Information Systerm: Report on Higher Education 2011/12. Sanothimi,
campuses 14 Campuses 43 Campus 4 Campuses 550 Campuses 43z Bhaktapur, Nepal.

Source: University Grants Commission. 2014, Education Management Information Systerm: Report on Higher Education 2012/13. Sanothimi,

AC = affiliated campus, AFU=Agriculture and Forestry University, BPKIHS = B.P. Koirala Institute Bhaktapur, Nepal

of Health Sciences, CC = constituent campus, FWU= Far-Western University, KAHS= Karnali

Academy of Health Sciences, KU = Kathmandu University, LBU = Lumbini Buddhist University, ® Additionallv. the Nepal Academyv of Tourism and Hotel

MOE = Ministry of Education, MOH = Ministry of Health, MWU= Mid-‘Western University, Ys P y . .
NAMS = Mepal Academny of Medical Sciences, NSU = Nepal Sanskrit University, PAHS = Management (NATHM) operates under the Ministry of Culture, Tourism
Patan Academy of Health Sciences, POKU = Pokhara University, PU = Purbanchal University, and Civil Aviation, authorized through affiliation with Tribhuvan

TU = Tribhuvan University, UGC = University Grants Commission. o o o . .

Maote: “Campus” is synonymous here with “college.”

Saurce: The Author, based on UGC 2014. Education Management Information System, 2012/13.

Kathmandu.
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TABLE VI. EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF POPULATION SAMPLE

Sunmng:dh Bonepa Total
M. F. M. F. M. F. Total
Able to read 36 3 132 13 168 16 184
Able to read and
write 97 11 791 41 888 52 940
Completed Frimary
L Nepal had a littl han 10,000 students in 1951
Planning Commission, 1955 Completed middle .epa ad a itt e.moret an =v, students in
school 5 1 17 2 2 3 25 Literacy rates estimated to be ~5%
Completed high
school 1 - 3 1 4 1 5
Now in higher
du‘g:hn l e — — l o— l i
Total literate 46 15 993 66 1139 81 1220 iggg!af;;"“on
'I'otaf population 3120 3134 3299 3324 G419 6458 12,877 2019: ~30 million
9% Literate 47% 5% 30.9% 199 17.8% 139, 9.59%
Total number of

school age* 720 723 761 766 1481 1489 2970
Number in school 7 1 50 9 57 10 67
9, in school 1% .14% 79 1.2% 4% .7% 239

As might be expected, Bonepa, the town, has a much more favour-
able educational status than Simrongadh, the rural arca, both in terms
of limncyandpetemugcof children in school. However, these sampli
are too limited and the accuracy of the data too questionable to
much significance to them. Certainly t cannot be considered repre-
sentative of all Nepal. For example, the literacy rate for Nepal as a
wholcgl;u been estimated to be no more than 2%, although these areas
show 9.5%,.




O scholaro

Public Opinion on preferences for national school structure, 1955

Terai Average

East
No. Years Ka‘t;:;: - ;?;t‘l Nepal
Pri School ' b
Lo 9 169, 29, 25% 30%
3 399/, 30% 38% 31%
4 149, 199, 9% 34%
Middle School ; - o,  25% 29%
3 439, 339 65% 12%
4 159%, 129, 25% 29%
w 9 35% 33% 13% 39%
3 ssy,  22% 38% 0%
4 340,  24% 65% 86%

32%
3%
18%

32%
38%
20%

30%
33%,
529

Age

22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11

Adult education for all

Higher
education
for about
5%

}

Grade
Level

B XVIT
\\

-1 XVI

XV
X1V

courses for XII
expansion)

e (Eventualy XTI
i {add 2 yr.
|
|

Secondary
school
for
about
20%

XI

VIII
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Continued Reforms

o A number of educational reforms since (1961, 1971, 1982, 1992,
2002...) have seen dramatic growth in Nepali education.

0 From 10,000 to more than 6 million primary and secondary
students

in 2006.
0 Gender disparity essentially erased, going from roughly 17 girls
for

every 100 boys in 1973 to 108 girls for every 100 boys in 2016

0 Numerous new institutions of higher education created.
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3_"';1& —M Number of weekly periods in each grade

Nepali 1 Nepali T Subject Lower secondary Secondary

Social Studies T Social Studies I1 6 7 8 9 10

Applied Science I Applied Science TT Nepali language 5 5 5 5 5

ied Mathematics T Applied Mathematics IT Mathematics 5 5 5 5 5

Spplint iy " - English language 5 5 5 5 5

Pa’lﬂnll-?h)'liﬂl Devel. 1 Personal- ys. l)enelopmeut Social sciences/studies 6 6 6 5 5

One Vocational Subject One Vocational Subject Science ‘ ‘ 6 6 6 5 5

One Avocational Subject One Avocational Subject ?“'ﬂ’] aﬁ E:i'““! “"d““‘t'“': g g g - -

education
M ?_th_ﬁ‘le M Health, population and - - — 4 4
Nepali IT1 Nepali 1V Social Studies V environment :

: L . Art or pre-vocational education 3 3 3 - -
Social Studies TTT Social Studies TV Applied Science TT1 Sanskrit 3 3 3 _ _
Applied Mathematics ITT Personal-Phys. Devel. 1V Personal-Phys. Devel. V Elective first paper (*) _ - - 5 5
Personal-Phys. Devel ITT Three Vocational Subjects Three Vocational Sub. Elective second paper (**) - - - 5 5
Two Vocational Subjects One Avocational Subject One Avocational Sub. Total w eriods 39 39 39 39 39

One Avocational Subject
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Recent Changes to the structure of Education

Nepal: structure of the education system Sitvuchurs of Edicaiion Systin i Nagal
g 17+
STRUCTURE OF EDUCATION — =
17 o
Structure of education in Nepal 18 =
15 2
14 8
13
| 12
T 3
[ ] =
g 8
@
o @
7
]
5
]
3
2
Grades 4 Higher
Pre- Primary Low Secondary | Secondary | Secondary | Higher education
primary
Education | Education {University)
Meormal sle |7 |z [e [0 11 12 |13 14 15 | 16 17 |18 |18 |20 (21
age

" Excluding proficiency Certificate and based on available data

16 |17 [18 |19 ] 20 [21+

Age |34 5

American Journal of Educational Research
2006 Vol. 4, No. 4, 2016, pp 314-319. doi: 2016
10.12691/education-4-4-4 | Case Report

IBE-UNESCO



http://www.sciepub.com/journal/EDUCATION
http://www.sciepub.com/EDUCATION/content/4/4

Recent Changes to the structure of Education (contd.)

Compulsory primary education changes from 5 to 8 years
Secondary Education changes from 10 to 12 years

General trend toward more 4-year (vs. 3-year) Bachelor Degrees
Introduction of native language (non-Nepali) curriculum

Much more teacher education

Developing NVQS

Net primary enrollment:

1999: 64% 2016: 97%
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Enrollment of Students in Primary Grades

MOE, Nepal, 2016 Teacher Qualifications
MOE, 2016

160 - 70.0 -
140 - 60.0 -
120 - 50.0 -
100 - 40.0 -
80 30.0

60 - 200 -

8 3 3 8 8 5 2 8

% R R R R ®R & R =&
——Under SLL =—=SLC ——Intermediate =——Bachelor and Above
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New Entrants in Grade I Cohorts by percentage of students reaching Grade 5
2500 - 30.0 -
200.0 4 25.0 - 23.5 23.6 23.9
21.1
20.0 - 190
150.0 - i
14.7
15.0 -
100.0 -
10.0 -
500 -
5.0 -
ﬂ.ﬂ T T T T T T T T T T T 1 0.0 - - T . . ¥
a put Y 5 ] - o o - = 8 8 z g 8 5 8 2 2 =
§ 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 5§ 8 8 3 8 § & & & &8 &8 & & 8 &§
MOQOE, 2016
Cohorts by percentage reaching Grade 10
12.0 There is still some work to be done in
10.0 - terms of retention rates.
8.0 -
6.0 -

'?? ‘|||| rlﬁ

7 Ao
2002

10.6
2003 2004 2005
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o
30.0 14.0 - o
—
25.0 12.0
20.0 10.0
15.0 8.0
10.0 6.0
4.0
5.0
2.0
0.0
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 0.0
mBoy WGirl 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
®Boy mGirl

Students reaching Grade V by cohort and sex
Students reaching Grade X by cohort and sex
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U.S.-bound Nepali International Students

While Nepal shows mesm Number of Intemational Students inthe U.S.  —#=YOY Growth
relatively consistent 14,000 35%
growth in over-all 30%
outbound students, 12,000
there seems to be o
more correlation 15500 20%
with recent national o 15%
instability and ' 10%
growth in the US 6.000
market. =
4,000 0%
5%
2,000
8 : T = 10%
0 -15%

2007/08 2008/09 200910 2010411 201112 201213 201314 2014/15 01516 20117

Source: Institute of International Education: Open Doors, 2017

source: WES, 2018

Monarchy Abolished (2006-
2008) Nepal Earthquakes

(2015)
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University Level
Most Common
GRADING INFORMATION Grade Grade Description US Grade
Scale Grade Description Division Us Grade n Outstandi A
Secondary (before 2016) Jrrendng
Marks Description 80.00 - 100.00 Distinction Division I A+ A Excellent .
75—100% | Distinction S
B0—74% First Division 60.00 - 79.99 Division I A Ba very Good B+
45-59% | Second Division . S
33_44% Pass 46.00 - 59.99 Mernt Division 1T B B8 Good B
( 2016) 32.00 - 45.99 Pass Division III C B- Eair B-
Marks Description 0.00 - 31.92  Fail F :
90-100% | A+ (outstanding) C+ | Fair o
80-89% | A (excellent) .
T0-79% | B+ (very good) C Fair C
60-69% | B (good) Secondary School c |poor ..
50-59%  C+ (above average)
40-49% | C (average) Scale Grade Description US Grade D+  Poor D+
20-39% | D (below average)
1-159% E (insufficient) 80.00 - 100.00 Division I with Distinction A+ D Poor D
0% N (not graded)
60.00 - 79.99  Division I A F Failure F
Marks w‘ 45,00 - 59.99 Division IT B MC MNon Credit Course F
75—100% | Disfinction R
G0—74% First Division 32.00 - 44,99  Division III c IN Incomplete
0.00 - 31.99 Fail Withdrawn
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Examples of Credential Documentation




SC hOIG ro 10th and 12th grade

" HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & SPORTS

3

lssue No. Ko - 74284 HSEB Registration No. -
l OFF!CE OF THE CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATION GHER SECO v UC ON BOARD
| School Leaving Certificate Exa - ARy ion Act 1989)
| ol (Estd. Under the Hig Education
C kA > A ; o .
I MARK - SHEET et % cad SCTip I
|| THE MARKS SECURED BY........oo Name of the Student : ;
1 2043/13/02 Date of Birth : ACADEMY H § SCHOOL, DAMAK, JHAPA
; L DT O BT S 2044/09/17 ; )
‘  — ] [l B
& ROLL...... SYMBOL NO _ Subjects Marks. | Marks |secured| ek
S L P MA VI MAHUKI PATHARGADA
OF o o e A g et o . T g‘iin Grade XI
2060 Tty o! Engish 100 35 &3 Year Symbol Number
IN THE S.L.C. SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATION OF SAMBAT.......c...cecrvccn ARE GIVEN BELOJY R
f E| Nepal w00 | 3 | 3 2066 = ————
2E I OBTAINED wal 8 E
Za FULL | PASS | MARKS R 3
(B2 gueieqre MARKS|MARKS TOTAL |Sgp 2 L| computER SCIENCE CTH) o075 |21 | &5
| 2= TH | PR it E| COMPUTER SCIENCE (PR) 025 | 10 22
c ACCOUNTANCY ::g g: i:
01 | nomp. SCIENCE 075 |24 | 49 45 1| ECONOMICS
02 | OPT.1 ADDITIUNAL MATHEMATICS 100 |32 | &5 &5 1
v
E
s
Total 500 288
~/ | Grade Xl Grade Xl
c
. - |Oo| Englieh 100 35 80 Year Symbol Number
{ " S R
i i ‘ E|  Nepall 100 365 2067 [
: E| COMPUTER SCIENCE (TH) 075 | 27 40
| l || COMPUTER SCIENCE (PR 025 |10 20
FULL MARKS 1STDWV 2ND DIV 3RO OV € ggagmg‘“ 100 | 35 50
7 [CRANGTOTALS 114 100 | 35 44
p—— GRAND TDTAL/ p NARKETING 10b pad 52
“REsu > PASS
i 800 480 360 256 Casur— T
l 1. F and an asterisk (*) - Fail \;
li 2. A- Absent &
N 3. W - Result withneld S
4. C . Subject Cancelled e
, &, CP-Comp.pr.mark = Parcantage of sggregate marks secured
INT £ " Grade Xland XIl: 55, 40
i ; / 4 Grand Total Division:  ¢acond
CHECKED BY -
SANOTHIMI, BHAKTAPUR, NEPAL
21 August 2004 Zr
|, ‘Date: Year of Completion : 20 67 ( 2010 ) Checked by
Date of Issue : 20 §7/09/12
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Serial Number: (

Vocational/ Alternatives to HS

CTEVT Registration No:

Council for Technical Education and Vocational Training
Sanothimi, Bhaktapur

Nepal

-

Migration Certiﬁca_te

has passed the Proficiency
Certificate Examination in Health Science (General
Medicine) and is informed that the CTEVT Examination
Board has no objection to his/her joining any other

Institution or University.
Symbol No :

Year : 2006

Written by :

Checked by: 1_gu

Date of Issue: 4 April 2007

Member Secretary
Examination Board

. B 4 S
s STl

- @
PROCK, :p\g i
£~m~>-\ i
§.N. o 12 -%V;_._. CLNEL A S
Tr i huvan Uni ersity Re, fntered Nunber / A ’
Full Name of rhe Student A . Date of Birth 4
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1980s

5 HiNo & HUVAN UNIVERSITY
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS
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-g"b ;

lﬂlbll’ -nlloula -qu-n
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] 4 g o e
Cortifice tht Y M s ARASWATE SADS- iy o us
a3

.%’_Q’ waghter of . a4 . ﬁ e u....::' manear | E
was a sbudnt of this Camyus foom 1986 % ___1988 s i - |3
L 2 n.:um 0 :«:
! gt s e %&4 .@'?;. V& ‘Statistics,Meteorology & M./ - FEEE o
..9"94‘“’ W WM?W/ p Zat Tr. fueminetion s -

&vmmcém y’éfa jl;{ifmm» %wm{y Sl A a M/&‘m/ ; T o | »
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E B 100 »
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Date of birth : lkasu{.- 929.
TU Repd No. . .

MAHENDRA RATNA CAMPUS

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
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Bachelor's Degree

In Science

This is to certify that B poses b
having passed Bachelor's Degree examination in Science
in  Jecond division of the year 20/0 this degree has been awarded on
him / her this day.

Kathmandu, Nepal i
Date = Vice-Chancellor
December 27, 2013
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Master Degree

T ey,

Triblupan Hnitersity

faFw =9 S0%% =

T AT wwf@ararere] i 99 srefrr Tt wE
FAFANIGSE (9T 47 S0 MEETE 98 S fangfye wifto=r g

Master's Degree

In Science

This is to certify that
having passed Vlaster's Degree examination in Science in
 Mecrabiology in Tirwt division of the year
this degree has been awarded on him/her this day.

<C.0 P Sl
Kathmandu, Nepal. Qrlagh | T
Date: Vice-Chancellor

Kathmandu. Neosl
Dats

Doctor of Philosophy (Phd)

o Regiatered -I{o.

T e,

ety amfy

Cepr reraT Femanfify
FaiEm frefem iuE =dm i i |

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D.)

This is to certify that having been examined
and found qualified has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in
in the vear

e

Viea-Chanceller
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Michigan State University - A Perspective on

Credentials for Admission

Education Reforms: Look at credentials based on appropriate
system at time, also note uneven implementation of reforms
- Academic or vocational routes?
. Subjects studied and grades received?
Completion of studies?
Comparability to other systems, in this case India.
Benchmark by years usually.
Institutional recognition (postsecondary institutions)?

\\“ r

.‘:‘
r

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY
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Recent Reform - 2016 onwards

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Prior to recent reforms, lower secondary education (grades 9 and 10)
culminated in the school leaving certificate (“iron gate”). Upper
secondary school (academic track, grades 11 and 12) culminated in the
higher secondary certificate.

Currently, lower and upper secondary school combined into a four year
track. Grade 10 concludes with the SEE (Secondary Education Exam,
now held at regional level) and now only one final, national school
leaving exam held at the end of grade 12. Signed into law in 2016 -
currently being implemented.
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For Undergraduate Admission

R

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY

(Prior to 2016/17): Request official copy of secondary school leaving
certificate, indicating marks and considered completion of 10th
grade.

(Prior to 2016/17): Request official copy of higher secondary
certificate, indicating marks and considered completion of high
school (12th grade).
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For Undergraduate Admission
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MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

(Starting 2017): Request official copies of SEE exam certificate,
comparable to 10th grade completion.

(Starting 2017): Request official copies of national exam board
certificate or similar (e.g., higher secondary education exam board
certificate, proficiency certificate) comparable to completion of
12th grade if completed. Alternatively, if not yet finished, ask for
latest internal marks sheets available (indicating 12th grade first
semester marks or final 11th grade marks, whichever is the latest
and available). Not looking for program specific exams - like those
needed to access tertiary studies in medicine, veterinary science,
etc.
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For Undergraduate Admission R

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

. Academic curriculum, core areas of study (e.g., science, math,
English, social sciences), grades are strong and at least of an
equivalent “B” average - which is 3.0 by MSU terms.

Consider credentials that would allow for access to academic,
higher education undergraduate studies in Nepal.
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For Graduate Admission

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

With limited exceptions, MSU does not accept three year bachelor’s
degrees as equivalent to four year, US bachelor’s degrees.

A three year degree earned at a recognized institution in Nepal we
would not deem equivalent. A four year degree, however, we
would.

If applicant completed a three year bachelor degree plus a two year
master degree from Nepal, we would likely deem that equivalent to
a four year, US bachelor degree.

Parallels our policy towards India, Bologna Countries, etc.
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Undergraduate and Graduate Admission

Need ELP exam - with appropriate passing scores
Need financial statement showing proof of funds (program specific)
Completed application and fee
Undergrad - paid deposit
Degree waiver approval on file (if applicable for grad)

- Any graduate departmental requirements on top of university
requirements for grad
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*Challenges obtaining academic records? Flexibility... FQ

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY
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Questions?
MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY
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Thank You!

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Patrick Leahy - Michigan State University
leahypat@msu.edu

Matthew Cwiklinski - Scholaro, Inc.
mattc@scholaro.com
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Resources:

MICHIGAN STATE

AACRAO EDGE: Nepal UNIVERSITY

WENR: Education in Nepal (2018)
WES Webinar: The Education System in Nepal and Student Mobility Trends (10/17/2018)

Nepal School Sector Development Plan, 2016-2023, globalpartnership.org



https://www.globalpartnership.org/content/nepal-school-sector-development-plan-2016-2023

