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Gurukula Building (top) and Students 
Performing Homa (right)
The Arya Samaj by Lajpat Raj, 1915

Gurukula buildings, 2007 
source: http://malolamusic.blogspot.com/2007/07/mayapur-gurukula-part-1.html

Ananda Marga Gurukula, 2018
source: gurukul.edu/newsletter/issue-45/45-teacher-training-for-amsai-schools-in-
nepal/

The Gurukula

Referenced in the Upanishads, the Gurukulam of Nepal and India are some of the 
oldest recorded Education systems in the world. It was not until 1853 that its first 
formal school was established by the newly-founded Rana regime, reserved primarily 
for nobility and the elite during the next 100 years. 



Kathmandu Valley (2016): 
source: livingnomads.com/2016/05/my-trip-to-nepal-blog/kathmandu-
nepal-2/

Kathmandu Valley 1920s



Emergence of Modern Education in Nepal

◦ In 1951, the Rana regime was overthrown, giving way to 
democracy in Nepal, as well as setting the stage for a national 
education system. A planning commision was formed in order to assess 
public opinions and establish a public structure of education in 1955. 

◦ While the first college in Nepal, Tri-Chandra College, was 
founded in 1918, Nepal’s first University, Tribhuvan University, was not 
opened in 1959. It remained the only University in the country until 
1985. 



Tribhuvan University Pokhara University

Kathmandu University

Top 3 Universities :



Current Organizational Management of Higher Education System

◦ Additionally, the Nepal Academy of Tourism and Hotel 
Management (NATHM) operates under the Ministry of Culture, Tourism 
and Civil Aviation, authorized through affiliation with Tribhuvan 
University, to provide tertiary education (BHM- Bachelors of Hotel 
Management, BTTM- Bachelors of Travel and Tourism Management, 
MHM- Master of Hospitality Management)

Higher Education Institutions



Planning Commission, 1955 Nepal had a little more than 10,000 students in 1951
Literacy rates estimated to be ~5%

Population
1950: ~8 million
2019: ~30 million



Public Opinion on preferences for national school structure, 1955

Initial Educational Structure, Planning Commission, 1955
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Continued Reforms

◦ A number of educational reforms since (1961, 1971, 1982, 1992, 
2002...) have seen dramatic growth in Nepali education. 

◦ From 10,000 to more than 6 million primary and secondary 
students 

in 2006. 

◦ Gender disparity essentially erased, going from roughly 17 girls 
for 

every 100 boys in 1973 to 108 girls for every 100 boys in 2016

◦ Numerous new institutions of higher education created.



National Curriculum, 1955
UNESCO, 2011



2006 2016

Recent Changes to the structure of Education

IBE-UNESCO American Journal of Educational Research

Vol. 4, No. 4, 2016, pp 314-319. doi: 
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◦ Compulsory primary education changes from 5 to 8 years

◦ Secondary Education changes from 10 to 12 years

◦ General trend toward more 4-year (vs. 3-year) Bachelor Degrees

◦ Introduction of native language (non-Nepali) curriculum

◦ Much more teacher education

◦ Developing NVQS

Net primary enrollment:

1999: 64% 2016: 97%

Recent Changes to the structure of Education (contd.)



Enrollment of Students in Primary Grades
MOE, Nepal, 2016 Teacher Qualifications

MOE, 2016



MOE, 2016

There is still some work to be done in 
terms of retention rates. 



Students reaching Grade X by cohort and sex
Students reaching Grade V by cohort and sex

MOE, 2016



Monarchy Abolished (2006-
2008) Nepal Earthquakes

(2015)

source: WES, 2018

While Nepal shows 
relatively consistent 
growth in over-all 
outbound students, 
there seems to be 
more correlation 
with recent national 
instability and 
growth in the US 
market.



While there are some current cases where number grades are still used, most institutions are using the new 
letter-grade system, as opposed to the older numerical grading scale.

Grading Scales



Examples of Credential Documentation



10th grade Certificate 12th grade Certificate

10th and 12th grade



Vocational/ Alternatives to HS

21st Century
1970s



Bachelor

1980s







Master Degree Doctor of Philosophy (Phd)



Michigan State University - A Perspective on 
Credentials for Admission

• Education Reforms: Look at credentials based on appropriate 
system at time, also note uneven implementation of reforms

• Academic or vocational routes? 
• Subjects studied and grades received? 
• Completion of studies? 
• Comparability to other systems, in this case India.
• Benchmark by years usually.
• Institutional recognition (postsecondary institutions)?



Recent Reform - 2016 onwards

Prior to recent reforms, lower secondary education (grades 9 and 10) 
culminated in the school leaving certificate (“iron gate”). Upper 
secondary school (academic track, grades 11 and 12) culminated in the 
higher secondary certificate. 

Currently, lower and upper secondary school combined into a four year 
track. Grade 10 concludes with the SEE (Secondary Education Exam, 
now held at regional level) and now only one final, national school 
leaving exam held at the end of grade 12. Signed into law in 2016 -
currently being implemented.



For Undergraduate Admission

• (Prior to 2016/17): Request official copy of secondary school leaving 
certificate, indicating marks and considered completion of 10th 
grade.

• (Prior to 2016/17): Request official copy of higher secondary 
certificate, indicating marks and considered completion of high 
school (12th grade). 



For Undergraduate Admission

• (Starting 2017): Request official copies of SEE exam certificate, 
comparable to 10th grade completion.

• (Starting 2017): Request official copies of national exam board 
certificate or similar (e.g., higher secondary education exam board 
certificate, proficiency certificate) comparable to completion of 
12th grade if completed. Alternatively, if not yet finished, ask for 
latest internal marks sheets available (indicating 12th grade first 
semester marks or final 11th grade marks, whichever is the latest 
and available). Not looking for program specific exams - like those 
needed to access tertiary studies in medicine, veterinary science, 
etc.



For Undergraduate Admission

• Academic curriculum, core areas of study (e.g., science, math, 
English, social sciences), grades are strong and at least of an 
equivalent “B” average - which is 3.0 by MSU terms. 

• Consider credentials that would allow for access to academic, 
higher education undergraduate studies in Nepal. 



For Graduate Admission

• With limited exceptions, MSU does not accept three year bachelor’s 
degrees as equivalent to four year, US bachelor’s degrees. 

• A three year degree earned at a recognized institution in Nepal we 
would not deem equivalent. A four year degree, however, we 
would. 

• If applicant completed a three year bachelor degree plus a two year 
master degree from Nepal, we would likely deem that equivalent to 
a four year, US bachelor degree. 

• Parallels our policy towards India, Bologna Countries, etc. 



Undergraduate and Graduate Admission

• Need ELP exam - with appropriate passing scores
• Need financial statement showing proof of funds (program specific)
• Completed application and fee
• Undergrad - paid deposit
• Degree waiver approval on file (if applicable for grad)
• Any graduate departmental requirements on top of university 

requirements for grad

*Challenges obtaining academic records? Flexibility...



Questions?



Thank You!

Patrick Leahy - Michigan State University

leahypat@msu.edu

Matthew Cwiklinski - Scholaro, Inc.
mattc@scholaro.com

mailto:leahypat@msu.edu
mailto:mattc@scholaro.com


Resources:

AACRAO EDGE: Nepal

WENR: Education in Nepal (2018)

WES Webinar: The Education System in Nepal and Student Mobility Trends (10/17/2018)

Nepal School Sector Development Plan, 2016-2023, globalpartnership.org

https://www.globalpartnership.org/content/nepal-school-sector-development-plan-2016-2023

