
Education System of Poland

Topics:

• Secondary and post-
secondary education 
ladders

• Sample credentials

• Grading System

• Reforms

• Refugee situation

www.scholaro.com/presentations

http://www.scholaro.com/presentations


• Population: 38,014,000 
• (#8 in Europe)

• 120,726 mi²
• 77% of the area of California, #9 in 

Europe

• Independent since 1918 AD

• 97.6% Polish native language



International student 
mobility*:

• 25,092 Outbound

• 55,191 Inbound 
(degree-seeking)

Total Enrollment:

• Secondary: 2,362,297

• Tertiary, non-
university: 218,358

• Tertiary, university: 
1,430,981

*2019 data (UNESCO)

http://data.uis.unesco.org/



• 1364: Krakow University, now known as Jagiellonian 
University founded May 12, 1364 by Polish king 
Casimir the Great

• 1569 Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth

• 1795 Polish lands annexed by Kingdom of Prussia, 
Russian Empire and Austro-Hungarian Empire

• 1918 Independence

• 1939-1989 Soviet satellite state

• 1999 Poland signs the Bologna declaration 

Selected Historical References



Primary and Secondary 
Education
• 8+4

• 6+3+3 (1999/2000 – 2016/2017)

• 8+4

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System

https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/poland

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/poland


https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description


https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description


Post-reform Structure

https://eurydice.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the_structure_of_the_european_education_systems_2021_22.pdf

• New secondary schools (4-year liceum) operational since 

2019/20 school year

• Previous (3-year liceum) schools still operating through 

the 2021/22 school year

https://eurydice.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the_structure_of_the_european_education_systems_2021_22.pdf


Secondary Education Terminology :

• General upper-secondary 
schools (liceum ogólnokształcące)

• Technical upper-secondary 
schools (technikum)

• Completion Certificate (świadectwo
ukończenia)

• Maturity Examination (egzamin maturalny)

• Maturity Certificate (świadectwo dojrzałości)



Świadectwo
ukończenia liceum
ogólnokształcącego (c
ertificate of 
completion of the 
general lyceum)

• Awarded to all 
students that finish 
school

• Does not grant 
access to higher 
education*



Świadectwo Dojrzałości
(maturity certificate)

• Awarded by regional 
examination board

• Grants access to higher 
education



https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Pola

nd/Grading-System

Secondary School Grading

• Final grades awarded by schools on the 
Świadectwo ukończenia liceum
ogólnokształcącego

• Maturity exam 30% minimum pass
• Universities set minimum admission 

standards based on maturity exam 
results

• Current (pre-reform) grades represent grades 
10-12. Post-reform will be 9-12.

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System


Tertiary Education

• Changes in secondary education 
ladder did not affect post-
secondary university education. 

• Common Bologna pathway: 3-year 
Licentiate + 2-year Master;             
3+ year Doctoral 
• Length varies, consult diploma

supplement and ECTS credit total



• First cycle university degree 
– Licencjat (licentiate)



Licentiate Diploma Supplement



• Second cycle university degree
- Magister







• Long-cycle Magister 

(5 years)



Diploma Supplement 
(excerpt)





• New format university diploma
• PRK - Polska Rama Kwalifikacji (Polish Qualifications Framework)

• Entered into force 2016, level printed on certificates since 2017



• The Polish Qualification Framework 
(PQF) has 8 levels

• Aligns with the European Qualifications 
Framework (EQF) 
• Levels 1-4 = general qualifications

• Levels 6-8 = typical higher education

• Professional training available at all levels

https://prk.men.gov.pl/

https://prk.men.gov.pl/


https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education

-System

Polish – ECTS Polish – US A-F 

Post-secondary Grading

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System


Study Books -

An evaluators friend



• Licentiate (licencjat) degree

• Three years

• Years of study 2001-2004

• Indeks tips

• First and last pages tell you what 

you need about the program and 

qualification

• Pages in between are

coursework
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For a list of Polish grade conversion scales an GPA 
calculator, see https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System

mailto:Morawski@scholaro.com
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System

